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Many people are curious about the rationale behind the Myanmar government's decision to move its capital from Yangon to a new location in central Myanmar, now known as Naypyitaw. It was first announced at a press conference held on 7 November 2005 by Brigadier General Kyaw San, the Minister for Information, that government departments would move to the new "administrative capital". In fact, the order to move had been issued to all government departments a day earlier. In the official explanation, the relocation of government departments to a new location near Pyinmana, about 240 miles north of Yangon, was "to ensure more effective administration of nation-building activities." The minister further explained: "With the expansion of the government's national development activities to border regions and remote villages, it was necessary to move the government's administration to a location which is more centrally located and placed strategically on major transportation networks." concurrently as the Mayor of Naypyitaw. 3 Naypyitaw was territorially organized upon three townships under Pyinmana District: Pyinmana, Lewe, and Alar. Alar Airport, which had been out of service for decades, was renovated and upgraded to become Naypyitaw Airport. Then on 12 July 2006, for the first time, General Thura Shwe Mann stated that "Naypyitaw will become the nation's capital in accordance with the new Constitution to be adopted." 4 Now it became clear that Naypyitaw would be the future capital of Myanmar; it was no longer merely the administrative capital. Why Naypyitaw? Since Naypyitaw was the term used in pre-colonial Myanmar to denote the royal capital or the palace site, it became clear that the government wanted its new capital to be the "Royal Capital". WHY DID THE MYANMAR GOVERNMENT DECIDE TO MOVE ITS CAPITAL? THERE ARE SIX POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS.
Map of Myanmar Showing the Location of Naypyitaw
(1) Information Security 
(3) Gaining a Sense of Control
The location of Naypyitaw is very close to the intersection of major highways linking India to
Thailand and China to Bangladesh. Besides, it commands the major road links between
Upper and Lower Myanmar, on both sides of the Bago mountain range, and it controls both the Ayerwaddy and Sitaung rivers; therefore, it is at the tip of the chokepoint. The centrality of the location also serves the purpose of radiating state authority into the periphery, particularly into the areas populated by non-Bamar ethnic nationalities. As the new capital is physically closer to the Kachin, Kayah, Shan, and Kayin states, it could become psychologically closer to these nationalities. In the official explanation, the new location "is centrally located and has quick access to all parts of the country." 6 Moreover, it is much better and more cost-effective to build a new city rather than renovate the old city of Yangon, if there is proper urban planning. Yangon city is plagued with traffic congestion and drainage problems. After all, capital cities nowadays are not necessarily on the sea coast. Therefore, in the process of decolonization, a new capital should be established.
(5) Isolating Central Administration from the Larger Population Centre
In the 1988 uprising civil servants, including some troops, particularly from the navy and air force, were involved in anti-government demonstrations, and in the view of the present leadership this was mostly due to their residence in the wards, rather than the cantonment or in government quarters. This situation resulted in the government machinery being completely paralyzed during the 1988 uprising. Therefore, in this context, keeping key civil servants in the central administration and military personnel away from population centres could create a better space for managing state affairs in any contingency. Although some may be quizzical about this explanation, one cannot dismiss outright the role of fortune-tellers or soothsayers in the decision. Father Sangermano once unsympathetically described Myanmar as a nation so given to superstition that not only do people practise judicial astrology, and divination, and put faith in dreams, but also they have an infinity of foolish and superstitious customs. 8 After all, as Rudyard Kipling claimed: "This is Burma, and it will be quite unlike any land you know about." No one could deny the fact that the occult and superstition play a role in a traditional society like Myanmar. People in Myanmar have grown accustomed to the very notion that there is a parallel between the Macrocosm and the Microcosm, and between the universe and the world of men, and humanity is constantly influenced by forces emanating from the movements of stars and planets. 9 Besides, it is believed that other supernatural forces also influence human life. Therefore, consultation with prognosticators, such as astrologers, palm-readers, and even clairvoyants, is quite common in Myanmar society.
Map Showing the Locations of Ministries at Naypyitaw
In the traditional Myanmar pattern of authority, it is believed that a person can rise to prominence through the combination of three factors: Phon (glory), Hnalone (wisdom) and Letyone (physical prowess). The combination of these three elements will produce one with Azwa (influence) and Ahna (power or authority). Perhaps the most important concept in the traditional idea of power and authority is Phon, without which one cannot become a leader.
In traditional Myanmar belief, Phon is conceptually linked to Kamma, which is a result of one's Kutho (merits) in the previous life and present existence. in order to avoid misfortune and to decide whether to take or not to take a particular action.
Several different practices come under these two broad categories.
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Where there is a bad omen or prophecy, in addition to the above-mentioned practices, one can avoid misfortune by performing a Yadaya. The noun "Yadaya" is defined in the 15 One recent example, according to some rumours or hearsay, is the building of a pagoda in a city with two Wednesday letters of the Myanmar alphabet as a Yadaya; thus, a pagoda was built in Lashio as both "La" and "Ya" in the name of the city are Wednesday letters. Consequently, a hillock in Lashio was named "VijayaBumi Maha-Aungmye Mingalar Kone-daw" (literally Victory-land, Great Victory-land, and Auspicious Hill) and the pagoda named "Yan-Taing-Aung" [Victory in Every Strife] was built. 16 There were scorpion statues at the Aungzeya Hillock in Maesai, Thailand, which is just across the Myanmar town of Tachilake. According to the oral history, these statues were built by the Myanmar King Alaungpaya, also known as U Aungzeya, during his Yodaya [Ayutthaya] campaign in the 1750s. The Thai called their capital "Ayutthaya" which meant "the city that could not be conquered by the fighting or war". But to reverse it, Myanmar called it "Yutthaya" so that "the city that could be conquered by the fighting or war", and it eventually became "Yodaya". Jabudipa. This Jabudipa, considered the most auspicious continent, was the place where the Buddhas were born, future Buddha will attain enlightenment, and the Cakkavattin [world conqueror] will be born. At present, there is no evidence that the government is building palace-style buildings; but some could argue that there is a possibility of sanctifying some buildings as such, yet we will never know. However, recently, the Myanmar government announced that it had begun building a pagoda in Naypyitaw of almost the same size and shape as the Shwe Dagon Pagoda; and it is named "Uppatasanti" which means development and stability. 23 The stake-driving ceremony for the pagoda was held on 12 November 2006.
The invitation card for the ceremony opened with a phrase "Rajahtani Naypyitaw [the royal capital where the king resides]".
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
In pre-colonial Myanmar, kings moved their capitals occasionally; but they remained mostly Some people have argued that the recent decision to move the capital from Yangon to Naypyitaw might be somewhat influenced by the birthplaces of the top two leaders. They pointed out that Senior General Than Shwe and Vice Senior General Maung Aye were
